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MATERIALS SELECTION POLICY

PHILOSOPHY

1. The school llbrary/medla center Imp!ements classroom actiwty and is an integral part of the
“curriculum, paralleling it at alf points in all departments. The center exists primarily for educational purposes,
It offers enrichment for the students and resource material for the faculty. Its materials are selected from all
forms of media-available for interest, vocabulary, maturlty. and ability levels of aH students within the school .
served.

. 2. The school library/media center provides additional materials to attract students to reading, viewing,

and listening as sources of pleasure and recreation over and above needed subject content..

3. It attempts to foster reading as a lifelong activity through pieasurable exposure to printed material.

GENERAL POLICY

1. The Iegal responSIbllity for materials in the school llbrar’y/medla center rests with the school district
governing board: Responsibility for-the final selection shall be delegated to professidnally trained personnel whe
- know ‘the course of study, the methods of teachirig, and the Individual differences of the pupils ln the. schools.for
“which the materials are provided, such seltection Lo be inaccordance with the statement of specaﬁc policy given
- below. ‘

’ 2. The selection of school resource materigls shail be in accordance with the fallowing objectives: (a) To

‘enrich the curriculum; (b) To further the development of youth intellectually, emotionally, and culturally.

3. The schooi board subscribes in pmnmple to the statements of policy on Iibrary philosophy as expressed.
in the American Association of School Librarians' "Access to Resources and Services in the School Library Media.
-,Pr-ogr‘am a copy of which is appended to and made a part of thIS policy. :

_'ADHI_N!STRATIVE PROCEDURE FOR SELECTION AND EVALUATION OF ‘MATER{ALS

LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER' MATERIAI_S

: " The word, materials, as used in this policy statement includes: books periodicals, pamphlets,
plctures maps films, filmstrips, recardings, audiotapes, video tapes, compact discs, laser discs, computer
“software, and all other materials which are used by the students and f‘aculty in fulfilling the curricular
* requirements of the school in which the library/media center {s located. '
; 2. The selection of materials is a contlnuous process dus to changing cur‘mculum content and the-
. pubtishmg of new materials.
: "3, Students learn in.many different ways: some by seeing, some by r‘eadlng, some by hearing, and.some by
- handling, The collection sheuld be carefully chosen so as to complement the needs of each student and to offer each
student an opportunity to extend boundaries of knowledge and to explore and satisfy interests beyond classroom
. assignments

4. Inorder to make wise selections, library/media personnel must have a thorough knowledge of all kinds
of materials and should understand the growth and developmerit patterns as well as the needs and Interests of
children and youth. = .

5. First consnderatlon will be given to the needs of the individuat school and community, based on
knowledge of the curriculum, methods and philosophies of its teachers and administrators, and of the existing
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collection,

CRI'I'ERIA FOR SELECTION OF 'LIB-RARYIMEDIA.MATERIAI;S :

Matemals selection shall be a cooperative, contmumg process - in wh:ch admimstrators teachers, media -
specialists, coordinators, and students should participate.
. Educational suitability is- the major criterion for the selection of materials.
Materials shall: ’
1. be consistent with the-educational goals of the school district and the objectives of indlwdual

- schools and specific courses.

. be appropriate for the age, social development, and maturity of the users,

“meet the interests, abilities, learning styies; and information.needs of the users. ;
represent -the diversity of religious, ethnic, poiiti'cal and cultural values held in a pluralistic
society..

: . illustrate the contrlbutlons made by-various groups in our national herltage and the world:
illustrate historical and contemporary forces in society,

provide various points of view, including those considéred by some to be controversial,
-represent various theories about the physical environment and the universe.

. be selected for the atypical student as well as the average student. ‘

10 be selected for thelr strengths rather than rejected for their weaknesses, and shall be judged

@@ﬂ@m‘égw

The media specialists, teachers and administrators shall be alded in their select:ons by, but not

N restrlcted to the various standard lists and book catalogs approved by the. American Library Association and the
- State Department of Education. (An approved list is appended to this policy statement for reéference.) If these are

not available in the school district, they may be borrowed frem Stone HI”S Library Services Authority, Those
mest frequentiy used should be lncluded in each school’s collectlon .

COmmumty members are encouraged to utilize the services of the iibrary/medla centers. Upon

: request a ilst of new acqms:tlogag will-be available for rewew at any time

~ CLASSROOM AND. SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAIS

1. Principals, consultants (eg medla spec:alists) ‘and grade level or course level teachers may- 1mt1ate a
fist of materfals for. specific classes.

.2. After the review of materials and the ensuing discussion at the grade and course level, the entire
department and principal evaluateés the appropriateness of the selections.

-3.. Final dec:sion is made by the Director of Curriculum in consu!tatlon W|th the bunlding prmc:pal and

_' department chalrman

GIFTS-

Gifts from individuals and/or orgamzatlons will be acceptable when they meet the same standards as

‘ortgmal purchases, requ1re no special conditions, and may be. dlsposed of when warranted

" RECONSIDERATION PROCEDURES

- The.Clay Community Schools' Board of Trustees supports. the principles of intellectual freedom inherent in
the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States and expressed in the "Library Bill of Rights” of the .
Amerlcan Library Association, “The Right to Read” published by the National Council of Teachers of English; and



“The Freedom to-View" written by the American Film and Video Association. In the event that materials are
questioned, the principles of intelléctual freedom, the right to access of materlals and the integrity of the certified
staff must be ypheld while reevaluating. the material in question,

It is recommended that a student or his/her parent should have the rlght to reject the use of library/media
-cénter materials which seem incompatible with his/her values and beliefs. It is further recommended that
classroom assignments, involving library/media center materials provide for alternate choices. This procedurs is
consistent with the principles expressed in the above listed documents. However, no parent has the mght to .
_determine the reading matter for students other than his/her own children.
The review of materials questioned will be treated objectively as an lmpor‘tant routine action. Every effort
will be made to consider the objections, keeping in mlnd the best lnterests of the students the school, the
cur'r‘lculum. and the community. ,
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1. Cltlzens of the school community may reglster cr1ttc1sm of llbrar‘y/media materials w1th the school
) pmnmpal corporation media supervisor or superintendent.
2. The criticism must be submltted in writmg The complamant shall prowde complete mf‘or‘matuon on

~ the approved form. (See Appendix F)

. 3. The Committee for Reconsideration or" Materaals shall be made ap annually prlor‘ to September iO of

. fourteen (14) members.

) 4, The corporation media supervisor shall be a permanent member l"!embers from categorles 1 through
11 listed below, shall edch serve-two-year terms. The odd nurmbered: categomes shall be selected in the fall of the

odd nurribered years the even numbered categories-shall be selected m the fall of the even.numbered years.

One elementary teacher selected by the Clay Community Classroom Teachers Association.
R One mlddle/Jumor h:gh school teacher‘ selected by the Clay Commumty Classroom Teachers

- Association.
s One secondary teacher‘ sefected by the Clay Communlty Classroom Teachers' Assoclatlon.

One building principal or assistant principal selected by. the’ eupemntendent

One nurse or quidance counselor selected by the superintendent..

One professional media person selected by the K~12 'media staff.-

One student from Clay City Junior Senior High School selected by the student council

One student from Northview High School selected by the student council,

. Two residents of the school district te be selected by the school baard members.

lO “Two additional residents of the school district-to be selected by:the school board members

11, Qne non-voting representative of ths, school board to be selected by the président of the school.
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X board.

5. When a vacancy occurs on the commlttee the corporation me_dia' supervisor: 'shall'meet wrth-the
-mdtwdual (s) responStble for the category m which the vacancy tas occurred and obtain a rep!acement to complete

- the term.

6. By l’lay 3 of every year‘, the super‘mtendent shall Instruct the corpor'atlon medla supervisor tor

' a. Notify in wmtlng prior-to May i5 those groups who must selen:t a representatlve for the
' followfng school year.

b. Send a reminder in wmtlng between August 25 and September' 5 to those groups who have not
responded to the first notice.
. c. Arrange and convene an organizationat meel.ing no Ial.er‘ than September 22 ror l;he fnembers of
the ‘Committee for Reconsideration of Materials,

7. At their organizational meeting; the members shall elect a chair and a r‘ecor‘dmg secretary.

8. Should a reconsideration committee member be involved in-a guestioned material, a ternporary
replacement from that category shall be appointed by the original appointing body. Once a decision on the
questioned material has been made by the committee, the member shall return as a participating member of the
comrnitiee. -

9. Upon receipt of the. completed form r‘equesting reconsideratlon of‘ llbrar'y/medla matertals the chalr of




- the Committee for Réc_onsideration of Materials shall:

a. Notify commitiee members of the objection and set a meeting date within ten days.

b. Distribute a copy of the completed Request for Reconsideration Lo each committee member.

c. Distribute the appropriate Checklist for Reconsideration to each committee member.

d. Obtain and.arrange for read1ng/v1ew:ng/llstemng to the questioned material by the committee
as.soon as practical.

e. Obtain review of the questioned material and send them to each commlttee member at least three
(3) regular school days prior to the reconsideration committee meeting,

f. Hold a reconsideration committee meeting to discuss the questioned material and reach a
decision, - : ' o

10. The Committee f‘or Reconsideratlon ofHater‘ials shall:.

a. Examine the questioned material in its entnrety .
b. ‘Determine professional acceptance of the material by reading critical reviews.
. c.. Weigh values and faults and form opinions on the material as a whole rather than on passages or

sections taken out of context. .

d. Discuss the material in the context of the educat.ional prograrm, g

e. Vote by a.show of hands. A quorum of nine (9) is r‘eqmr‘ed to conduct a meeting. Nme (9) votes
are needed for the motion to carry.

f. Prepare a written report usmg the Report or Reconslderatmn Comm|ttee form

11. The recording secr'etary shalt:

. Record attendance:. ‘ :

. Take notes and complete the Report of Reconsideration Commlttee Form -

. Obtaln signatures from committee members.on the Report of Reconsideration Committee form:.
“Be responsible for fiting all required reports within five (5) regular school days after the o

‘n_ncrm

.véte.
) e. Send copies of the completed Report of Reconsmeratlon Committes form to the objector the
building principal, the supemntendent and the professional media person or teacher mvolved

12. Resolution: -

a. The written repor‘t signed by al! members of the commitiee and accompanied by ali matema]s
used dur‘:ng the proceedings, shall be filed with the superintendent. - This shail be the official récord of the case.
b. The decision shall be binding f‘or' the lndlwduat school or as: apecmed m the report by the
r‘econsnderatlon committee, : . )

, 13, If the comp!ainant the certified staff, or the administrator is not satisfied with this décision, a
. weritten appeal may be made directly to the Superintendent and School Board. .
14, "Challenged materials shall-be retained in the catfection until the complaint has been resolved. The
removal of an item before its review is complete might jeopardize others who are using the item successfully.

_ CLASSROOM AND SUI‘PIEVIENTARY MATERIALS :

1. Ifa citizén of the district questions any materiai he/she is requested to file a complamt on.the
appropriate form, in duplicate, with the building principal. (See Appendix-F).

2. Review of the material in terms of the citizen's specific objection is made by the department chairman
or- other faculty. representative, the teacher using the material, and two other teachers in thé department ar
building. Consultation is held between the building principal and the department chairman or designated
representative. Their recommendation is forwarded to the Director of Curriculum for approval or rejection.



OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

1. Weeding. and discarding materials -
" Because judicious discarding is as important as book selection ln assuring accuracy of.
- infermation, continuous and systematic weeding of obsolete material is encouraged.. Media specialists are urged -
especially to discard instead of rebinding unless they deem the potential use of the book to be at least equal to past
use. .
Criteria for discarding materlals includes the following:

out~of~date information

. has not circulated for the previous five years

is unattractive and:not worthy of beingrebound

does not have historical value {out of print materials having no historlcal mformatlon)

a0 o

Discarded mater:als may be disposed of by one of the following methods:

. destroyed
. distributed to classrooms _
. used book sales by the school. corporatuon
donated to public institutions. through established procedures
. listed with Stone Hills Library Services Authority

(DQ.ﬁO"m

2. Replacement and duphcatlon ) : .
Worn-out editions are replaced with new ones, but no attempt is made to supplant usable old
aditions unless the amount ot‘ new material Jushﬁes it. No more- Lhan six coples for hbrary use w1ll be purchased
at one time, . .
3. Textbooks: '
. Basic texts are never added to the schoal llbrary/medla centers.. Supplementary texts are used
- ‘somewhat more extenswely in the high school Lhan in elementary’ school hbr*ar‘y media centers




ACCESS TO RESOURCES AND SERVICES IN THE SCHOOL LIBRAR’Y MED{A
" PROGRAM

An Interpretation of the LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS

The school Tibrary media program plays a unique role in promoting intellectuat
freedom. It serves as a point of voluntary access Lo information and ideas and as a
“learning laboratory for students as they acquire critical thinking and problem
solving skills needed: in a pluralistic society. Although the educational level and
program of. the school necessarily shape the resources and services of a school

- “library media. program, the principles of the LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS apply equai]y :
‘to all libraries, including school library media programs

School library media professionals assume a leadership role in promoting the
principles of intellectual freedom within the school by providing resources and
services that create and sustain an atmosphere of free inquiry. Sc¢hool tibrary
media professienals work closely with~teachers to integrate instructional
activities in classroom units designed to equip students Lo locate, evaluate, and
use a broad range of ideas effectively. Through resources, programming, and
educational processes, students and teachers. experience the free and robust
debate cha’racteristic of a democratic society.

School hbrary media professionals cooperate WIth other individuals in buﬂdmg

- collections of resources appropriate to the developmental and maturity levels of
students. These collections provide resources which support the curriculum and-
are consistent with the philosophy, goals, and objectives of the school district. -
~Resources in school library media collections represent diverse: po:nts of view and

- current as well as historical issues.

- While English is, by history an’d tradition, the customary language of the United
States, the languages in use in any given community may vary. Schools serving
communities in which other languages are used make efforts to accommodate the
needs of students for whom English is a second language. To support these
efforts, .and to ensure equal access to resources and services, the school library
media program provides resour‘ces which reflect the linguistic pluralism of the -

community.

Members of the scheol community involved in the. collection development process
employ educational criteria to select resources unfettered by their personal,
political, social, or religious views. Students and educators served by the school
library media program have access to resources and services free of constraints
resulting from personal, partisan, or doctrinal disapproval. School library media
professionals resist efforts by individuals to define what is appropriate for all
students or teachers to read, view, or hear.



Major barriers between students and resources include; imposing age or grade
level restrictions on the use of resources, limiting the use of mte—rllbrary loan and
access to electronic information, charging fees for information in specific
.formats, requiring permissions from parents or teachers, establishing restricted
shelves or closed collections, and. labeling. Policies, procedures, and rules related
to the use of resources and services support free and open access to information.

" The school. board adopts pohcnes that guarantee students access to-a broad range
of fdeas. These include policies on collection development and procedures for the
review of resources abouf which concerns have been raised, Such policies,
developed by persons in the school -community, provide for a timely and fair
hearing and assure that procedures are applied equ;tably to all expressions of
concern:. School library media pr‘ofesswnals implement dastrict polmes and
_procedures in the school.

_ Amerlcan Associatlon of School Librarian
Adopted July 2, 1986 amended. January 10, 1990 by the ALA Council




LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for
~information and ideas, and that the fol]owmg basic policies shouId guide their
services,

, “Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest,
lnformatlon and entightenment of all people of the community the library serves.

. Materials should not: be excluded because of the origm background, or VIeWS of
those contrlbuting to their creation.. ‘

2. Librarles should prowde materlals and information presenting aH points
- of view on current and historical {ssues. Materials should. not be proscribed or
" removed because of part!san or doctrinal- d1sapbroval

3 Libraries should chalienge censorsmp In the fulfil]ment of thelr
- responSIbIth to provide. information and en; tightenment.

, ' ‘ ,4. ler-ariesshouid cooperate‘with'all persons -and groups concerned'with
- resisting abridgement of free expression and free access to Ideas :

5. A persons right to use a lbrary should not be denied or abmdged because
N of or‘:gln age, background or wews _

6. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meetmg rooms avallable to the

- public they serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis,
',r'egardless of the Deliefs or affihatlons of 1nd|v1duals or groups requestlng thelr
- use. :

' Adopted ..June 8 1948
Amended February 2, 1969, June 27, 1967, and January 23, 1980
: _ by the ALA Councﬂ

American'Library Associ.a.ti'on



THE RIGHT TO READ

An open letter to the citizens of our chntry‘ frorm the National 'Council,of.‘r'eachers
of English: )

Where suspicion fills the alr and holds scholars in line for fear of their jobs, there can be
~ no exercise of the free intellect...A problem can no longer be pursued with impunity to its
edges. Fear stalks the classroom. The teacher is no longer a stimulant to adventurous
~thinking; she becomes instead & pipe line for safe and sound information. A deadening
~ dogmma takes the place of free inquiry. Instruction tends Lo become sterile; pursuit of

knowledge is discouraged; discussion often teaves off where it should begin.

Justice William 0. Douglas, -
United States Supreme Couft:
Adler v. Board of Education, 1932.

The right to read, like all rights guaranteed or implied within our eonstitutional tradition, can be
used wisely or foolishly.  In may. ways, education is an effort to improve the quality- of choices open to all
students. But to deny the freedsm of choice in fear that it may be unwisely used is to destroy the freedom
itself. For this reason, we respect the right of individuals-te be selsctive in their own reading, But for the

‘ same reason, we oppese efforts of individuals or groups to limit the freedom of choice of othérs or Lo.
Impose their own-standards or tastes upon the community at large, , :

The right of any fndlvidual not just to.read but to read whatever he or she wants to read is basic to-.
a démocratic society. This right is based on an assumption that the educated possess Judgrment and
understanding and can be trusted with the determination of their own actions. In effect, the reader is freed
from-the bonds of chance. The reader is not limited by birth, geographic location, or time, since reading
allows meeting people, debating philosophies, and experiencing events far beyond the narrow confines of an
individual's.own existence, o _ o - _

.. - In selecting books for reading by young people, English teachers consider the contribution which

~each work may make to the education of the reader, its aesthetic value, its honesty, Its readability for 2.
particular group of students, and its appeal Lo adolescents, English teachers, however, may use different

* works for different purposes. The criteria for choosing a wark to be read by an entire class are somewhat

different from the criteria for choosing works. to be read by small groups. For-example, a teacher rnight

~ select John Knowles' 4 Saparate Peacefor reading by an entire class, partly because the book has received

- wide critical recegnition, partly bécause it is relatively short and wilt keep the attention of many slow
readers, and partly. because it has proved popular with many students of wideiy. differing abilities, The
same teacher, faced with the responsibility of choosing or recommending books for several small. roups of
students, might select or recommend books as different as Nathaniel Hawthorne's 7be Sear/et £ et055 Jack
Schaefer's Shane, Alekander Solzhenitsyn's Che Day in the Life of lvan Denisovitch, Plerre Boulle's 7#e
Gridge over the River Kwai, Charles Dickens' Great Expectations, or Paul Zindel's The Figman, depending
upon the abilities and interests of the students-in eachi-group. And the criteria for suggesting books to
individuals or for recommending something worth reading for a student who casuaily stops by after class -
are different from selecting material for a-class or group,. But the teacher selects; not censars, books.
Selection implies that, a teacher is free to chaose this or that work, depending upon the purpose to be
achieved and the student or ctass in question, but a boak selected this year may be ignored next year, and
the reverse. Censorship implies that certain works are not open to selection, this year or any year. -

. Wallace Stevens once wrote, “Literature is the better part of life. To this it seems inevitably
necessary Lo add, provided life is the better part of literature.” Students and parents have the right to
demand that education today keep students in touch with the reality of the world outside the classroom.
Much of classic literature asks questions as valid and significant today as when the literature first
appeared, questions like "What Is the nature of humanity?" "why do people praise Individuality and




‘practice conformity?" "What do people need for a good life?" and “What is the nature of the good person?”
But youth is the age of revolt, To pretend otherwise is to ignore a reality made ciear to young people and -
adults alike on television and radio, in newspapers and magazines. English teachers must be free to employ
books, classic or contemporary, which do not lie to the young about the perilous but wonderous times we
Tive in, books. which talk of the fears, hopes, joys, and frustrations people experience, books about people -
not only.as they are but as they can be. English teachers forced through the pressures of censorship to use
.only safe or antiseptic works are placed in the morally and intellectuaily untenable posnt:on of lying to
“their students about the nature and condition of mankind,
: The teacher must exercise care to select or recommend works for class reading and group
discussion. "One of the most important responsibiiities of the English teacher is developing rappert and
“respect among students. Respect for-the uniqueness and potential of the individual, an important facet of
the study of literature, should be emphasized in the English class. Literature classes should reflect the
cultural contributions of many minority groups in the United States, just as they should acqualnt students
with contributions from the peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. }

The Threat to Education ,

) , Censorship teaves students: with an inadequate and. distorted picture of the ideals, values, and

. problerns of their culture, Writers may often represent their culture, or they may stand to the side and
_describe and evaluate that culture. Yet-partly beqause of censorship or the fear of censorship, many
‘writers are ignored or inadequately’ r‘epresented in the public schools, and many are représented In
“anthologies riot by their best work but by their "safest” or “least offensive” work. .

The censorship pressures receiving the greatest publimty are those of small groups who protest
the use of a limited number of books with sonie “objectionable” realistic elements, such as Srave Mew
- Wbrld, Lord of the Fiies, Calcher in the Rye, Jotnny Gol His Gun;, Catch-22, Soul on lce, or A Day No Prgs .

 Would Die. The most ‘obvious and immediate victims are often found among our best and most creative .
~ English teachers, those who: have ventured outside the narrow boundaries of conventional texts. -
Ultimately, hawever, the real victims are the students, denied the r‘reedom to explore ideas and pursue -
truth wherever and however they wish.

Great damage may be done by book committees appointed by national or local. orgamzatlons to pore
over anthologies, texts, library books, and paperbacks to find.passages which advocate, or seem to -
advocate, causes or concepts or practices these organizations condemn, As a resuit, some publishers,
sensilive to possible-objections, carefully exclude sentences or Se[ections that' might concewab!y offend
some group somehow, sometime, somewhere

The Commumtys ResponSIblhty

: - American citizens who care about the :mprevement of education are: ur*ged to join students,

: teachers, librarians, administrators, boards of education, and professional and schalarly organizations in
* support of the -students’ right to read.. Only w:despread and informed support in every. community can

- assure that

enough citizens are mter‘ested in the development and malntenance of‘ a superior school system to
guarantee its achievement |

maliclous gossip; |gnorant rumors and deceptwe Ietters to the ed:tor w:l! not be circulated
without. challenge and-correction; , -

newspapers will be convinced that the public: sincerely desires objeétive school newe reporting,
free from slanting or editoria[ comment which destroys confidence in and support for schools;

the community will not permit its resources and energies tobe dlssmated in cenflicts created by
special interest groups striving.to advance their-ideologies or biases; and

faith in democratic t_reditions and procesees will be maintained.

National Council of Teachers of English
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FREEDOM TO VIEW

: The FREEDOM TO VIEW, along with the freedom to speak to hear, and to read,
is protected by the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. |n 2

.. free society, there is no place for censorship of any medlum of expression.
Therefore these principles are affirmed:

1. To provide the broadest posstb]e access to film, v1deo and other -

-audiovisual materials because they  are a means for the communication of ideas.
- Liberty of circutation is essential to insure_the constitutional guarantee of

freedom of expressi'on

2. To protect the confldentiahty of aﬂ mdmduals and institutlons usmg
fllm vrdeo and-other. audtovisuat materiais. :

3. To prowde film, video and other audmwsual materials which represent a -
diversity of views.and expression. Selection of a work does not constitute or
imply agreement with or approvaI or the content

4. To provide a dwersnty of viewpomts without the constralnt of 1abeling or =

. prejudging film, video, and other audiovisual materials on the basis of the moral,
~-religious, or political beliefs of the producer or fllmmaker or on the hasis of
- controversial content.

S To contest vigorously, by all lawful means, every encroachment upon the
public's freedom to view.

“American Film and Video Association
Adopted 1979
Updated and approved 1989




APPROVED SELECTION AIDES

The media specialists, teachers, and administrators shall be aided in their
selections by, but not restricted to, standard lists and book catalogs approved by
the American Library Association and the State Department of Education.

Bibliographies: (latest edition available including supplements)

Audio-visual Equipment Directory

Basic Book Collection for Elementary Grades
Basic Book Collection for High Schools
Basic Book kCollection for Junior high School
Children's Catalog

Educational Film Guide

Educational Media Index

Elementary School Library Collection.
Filmstrip Guide

Junior High School Catalog

Katz Magazines for Libraries

National Council of Teachers of English
National Tape Recording Catalog

Standard Catalog for high School Libraries
Vertical File Index

Other special bibliographies, many of which have been prepared by
educational organizations for particular subject matter areas.

Correct Reviewing Media:

The Booklist and Subscription Books Bulletin
Bulietin of the Center for Children's Books
Educational Screen and Audiovisual Guide
Horn Book

3chool Library Journal

Wilson Library Bulietin



REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF MATERIALS

Author Book: H/C . Pap.
Title . Periodical
Publisher AV Material
Request Initiated by : Computer Sofiware
Telephone Address
City State Zip
Co@]ainant represents:

Himself/Herself

An Organization (name)

Other Group (name)

1. Did you read, view, or hear the entire work? ____ ves no

2. To what in the work do you object? Please be specific. Cite pages or sections.

3. Do you have negative reviews of the book? yes no. If so, where were they

published?

4. Are you aware of the judgment of this work by critics?

5. Have you been able to discuss this work with the librarian or teacher who used it?

yes no




6. What do you understand to be the general purpose for using this work?
a. Provide support for a unit in the curriculum?

yes no

-

b. Provide a learning experience for the reader in one kind of literature?

yes o

¢. Other

7. In what ways do you think a work of this nature is not suitable for the use the teacher or librarian
wishes to carry out?

8. What do you believe is the theme or purpose of this work?

9. For what age group would you recommend this work?

10. What would you like your library/school to do about this work?
Do not assign/lend it to my child.
_ Have it reevaluated by the reconsideration committee,

Other Explain;

11. In its place, what work would you recommend that would convey as valuable a picture and
perspective of the subject treated?

Signature

Date




CHECKLIST FOR RECONSIDERATION COMMITTEE

NONFICTION

Title:

Author:

A. Purpose:

1. what is the overall purpose of the material?

2. Is the purpose accomplished? —Yes No
B. Authenticity:
1. 1s the author competent and qualified in the field? Yes No

2. What is the reputation and significance of the author and publisher/

producer in the field?

3. 1s the material up-to-date? Yes No

4. Are information sources well documented? Yes No

3. Are translations and retellings faithful to the original?
Yes No

C. Appropriateness:
1. Does the material promote the educational goals and objectives of the
curriculum of District Schools?

Yes Na

2. Is it appropriate to the level of instruction intended? Yes No

3. Are the iltustrations appropriate to the subject and age levels?

—Yes —No




&

D. Content:

I. Is the content of this material well presented by providing adequate
scope, range, depth and continuity? — Yes —_No

2. Does this material present information not otherwise available?

Yes No

3. Does this material give a new dimension or direction.to its subject?

Yes —No
E. Reviews:
1. Source of Review:
Favorably: Reviewed Unfavorably Reviewed

2. Does this title appear in one or more repﬁtable selection aids?

Yes

yes, please list titles of selection aids.

No If answer is

Additional Comments:




CHECKLIST FOR RECONSIDERATION COMMITTEE

FICTION AND OTHER LITERARY FORMS

Title:

Author:

A. Purpose:
I. What is the purpose, theme or message of the material? How well does

the author/producer/composer accomplish this purpose?

2. If the story is fantasy, is it the type that has imaginative appeal and is

suitabie for children? Yes — No

Young Adults? Yes No tf both are

marked no, for what age group would you recommend?

3. Will the reading and/or viewing and/or listening to material result in

more compassionate understanding of human beings?

Yes No

4. Does it offer an opportunity to better understand and appreciate the
aspirations, achievements, and problems of various minority groups?

Yes No

S. Are any guestionable elements of the story an integral part of a

worthwhile theme or message? —Yes ——No




.

B. Content:
I. Does a story about modern times give a realistic picture or life as it is

now? Yes —_—_No

2. Does the story avoid an oversimplified view of life, one which leaves the
reader with the general feeling that tife is sweet and rosy or ugly and

meaningless? ——Yes No

3. When factual information is part of the story, is it presented accurately?

Yes No

-4, Is prejudicial appeal readily identifiable by the potential reader? -

— Yes No

5. Are concepts presented apprapriate to the ability and maturity'of the

potential readers? Yes No

6. Do characters speak in a language true to the period and section of the

country in which they live? Yes No

7. Does the material offend in some special way the sensibilities of
wormen or a minority group by the way it presents either the chief character or any
No

of the minor characters? Yes

8. Is there preoccupation with sex, violence, cruelty, brutality, and aberrant
behavior that would make this material inappropriate for children?

Yes No

Yes No

Young Adults?
9. If there is use of offensive language, is it appropriate to the purpose of

No

the text for children? ' —_ Yes

Young Adults? ——.Yes —.No




10. is the material free from derisive names and epithets that would offend

minority groups? Yes No
Children? | Yes No
Young Adults? —Yes No
I'l. Is the material well written or produced? Yes No

12. Does the story give a broader understanding of human behavior without
stressing differences of class, race, color, sex, education, religion or philosophy
in any adverse way?

Yes No

13. Does the material make a significant contribution to the history of

literature or ideas? Yes No

4. Are the illustrations appropriate and in good taste? Yes | No

15, Are the iltustrations realistic in relation to the story?

Yes No

Additional Comments:




REPORT OF RECONSIDERATION COMMITTEE

Author: Type of Resource: _._____

Title:

This decision was made on the day of

FINDINGS OF FACT:

DECISION:

The following committee members are in agreement with the above decision:

The following committee members are not in agreement with the aboeve decision:




